
Elder Abuse Annual 
Research Compilation

SEPTEMBER 2024 – AUGUST 2025

This annual research compilation highlights articles relating to elder abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation that were published between September 2024 and August 2025.* 

Search criteria and strategy: The articles were identified using the USC library catalogue 
database and applying the search terms elder abuse, elder mistreatment, elder neglect, 
financial exploitation, adult protective services, and long-term care. Only peer reviewed 
research articles published in English were included. Articles were excluded for non-
relevance if elder abuse, mistreatment, or violence were not in the title or keywords.

This year’s prominent themes in research included, but were not limited to, the following: 

1.	 Prevalence 

2.	 Risk Factors 

3.	 Impact

4.	 Financial Exploitation

5.	 Caregiving and Dementia

6.	 Prevention and Intervention

7.	 Education and Training

8.	 Healthcare Settings

9.	 Forensic

10.	Protective and Social Services 

11.	 International Studies

Articles that related to multiple topics were placed in the category that was most central 
to the research and its application. 

Please direct any questions about the research referenced in this publication to the 
researchers who authored the studies. 

 

*Article publication date reflects the date the article was published in the relevant academic journal. 
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1.	 PREVALENCE

Prevalence of elder abuse in the community and care settings: An umbrella review

Juhász B, Khan KS, Cano-Ibáñez N, Bueno-Cavanillas A, Triviño-Juárez JM. (2024). 
Prevalence of elder abuse in the community and care settings: An umbrella review. 
Semergen, 50(6). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.semerg.2024.102209

Elder abuse without borders: A systematic review and meta-analysis

Kitaw, T. A., Baylie, A., Tekle, B. A., Tilahun, B. D., Getie, A., Abate, B. B., Feleke, S. F., 
Zemariam, A. B., Azmeraw, M., Yilak, G., Seid, S., & Haile, R. N. (2025). Elder abuse without 
borders: A systematic review and meta-analysis. BMC Public Health, 25(1), Article 2268. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-025-23548-9 

Prevalence of elder abuse and neglect of persons with dementia in community settings: 
A systematic review and meta-analysis

Shen, Y., Sun, F., Feng, Y., Lichtenberg, P. A., & Meng, H. (2025). Prevalence of elder abuse 
and neglect of persons with dementia in community settings: A systematic review and 
meta-analysis. Gerontology (Basel), 71(5), 400–416. https://doi.org/10.1159/000543804 

2.	 RISK FACTORS

AGEISM

Combating ageism and elderly abuse: The roles of physical activity participation, social 
services utilization, and legal interventions

Ogunleye, O. R., Waziri, B. K., Agama, F. O., Opuni, F. F., Asiamah, N., Chan, A. S. W., Nesser, 
W., & Khan, H. T. A. (2024). Combating ageism and elderly abuse: The roles of physical 
activity participation, social services utilization, and legal interventions. In Sustainable 
Ageing (pp. 247–261). Springer Nature Switzerland. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-69475-
2_15

Where do we draw the line? Perceptions of abuse of older adults and their 
association with ageism

Storey, J. E., O’Brien, R. C., & Fraga Dominguez, S. (2024). Where do we draw the line? 
Perceptions of abuse of older adults and their association with ageism. The Journals of 
Gerontology. Series B, Psychological Sciences and Social Sciences, 80(1), Article 190. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/geronb/gbae190 
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CHILD ABUSE AND ELDER ABUSE

Adverse childhood experiences and elder abuse victimization nexus: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis

Awuviry-Newton, K., Saunders, B., Asiamah, N., Abekah-Carter, K., & Doh, D. (2025). Adverse 
childhood experiences and elder abuse victimization nexus: A systematic review and meta-
analysis. PLOS One, 20(2), e0316902. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0316902

Trauma theory and abuse, neglect and violence across the life course

Brownell, P. (2024). Trauma theory and abuse, neglect and violence across the life 
course. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 39(19–20), 4041–4064. https://doi.org/10.1177/ 
08862605241264542

Intergenerational chain of violence, adverse childhood experiences, and elder abuse 
perpetration

Koga, C., Tsuji, T., Hanazato, M., Nakagomi, A., & Tabuchi, T. (2024). Intergenerational chain 
of violence, adverse childhood experiences, and elder abuse perpetration. JAMA Network 
Open, 7(9), Article 2436150. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2024.36150

Causal mediation analysis for the intergenerational transmission of violence reveals 
pathways from child maltreatment to elder mistreatment

Pickering, C. E. Z., Yildiz, M., Browning, W. R., Hernandez Chilatra, J., Yefimova, M., Maxwell, 
C. D., & Sullivan, T. (2025). Causal mediation analysis for the intergenerational transmission 
of violence reveals pathways from child maltreatment to elder mistreatment. The 
Gerontologist, 65(6), Article 132. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf132

OTHER RISK FACTORS

Domestic abuse against older adults-What can s42 case files tell us?

Bows, H., Bromley, P., & Penhale, B. (2025). Domestic abuse against older adults-What can 
s42 case files tell us? The British Journal of Social Work, bcaf074. https://doi.org/10.1093/
bjsw/bcaf074

Elder abuse and depressive symptoms: The mediating role of loneliness in older adults

Giraldo-Rodríguez, L., Agudelo-Botero, M., & Rojas-Russell, M. E. (2024). Elder Abuse and 
Depressive Symptoms: The Mediating Role of Loneliness in Older Adults. Archives of 
Medical Research, 55(6), Article 103045. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.arcmed.2024.103045 
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National analysis of socioeconomic and demographic predictors of physical abuse 
among geriatric individuals with facial fractures

Johnstone, T. M., Najafali, D., Liu, F. C., Singh, D., Darrach, H., Staudenmayer, K., Nazerali, 
R. S., & Sheckter, C. C. (2025). National analysis of socioeconomic and demographic 
predictors of physical abuse among geriatric individuals with facial fractures. The Journal 
of Craniofacial Surgery. https://doi.org/10.1097/SCS.0000000000011561

Examining the relationship between daily activity levels and elder abuse and neglect: 
Bringing light on elder abuse.

Maras, G. B., & Unlubas, E. (2025). Examining the relationship between daily activity levels 
and elder abuse and neglect: Bringing light on elder abuse. Journal of Advanced Nursing. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.17026

Analysis of the relationship between self-neglect and spiritual well-being in older adults

Öztürk, Z., Bahçecioğlu Turan, G., & Donmez, O. (2024). Analysis of the relationship between 
self-neglect and spiritual well-being in older adults. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 37(2), 
181–195. https://doi.org/10.1080/08946566.2024.2440719

Family ties and opioid lies: Pathways to elder abuse in rural Appalachia

Roberto, K. A., Savla, J., Teaster, P. B., & McCann, B. R. (2025). Family ties and opioid lies: 
Pathways to elder abuse in rural Appalachia. Innovation in Aging, 9(6), Article igaf029. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/geroni/igaf029

3.	 IMPACT

Distressing aspects of elder abuse victimization: Perspective of survivors

Burnes, D., MacNeil, A., Hsieh, J., Rollandi, I., Scher, C., Zanotti, P., Fiallo, O., Rotsaert, C., Sirey, 
J.A., Lachs, M.S. (2024). Distressing aspects of elder abuse victimization: Perspective of 
survivors. Clinical Gerontologist, 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1080/07317115.2024.2445028 

Emotional abuse and depression as factors associated with suicidal ideation in 
community-dwelling older adults: Mediation analysis

Chung, J., Jeon, E., Park, T. W., Park, J., & Chung, S. (2025). Emotional abuse and depression 
as factors associated with suicidal ideation in community‐dwelling older adults: Mediation 
analysis. Psychogeriatrics, 25(3), Article e70024. https://doi.org/10.1111/psyg.70024

The impact of neglect, physical, and financial abuse on mental health among older 
adults: A systematic review

Folorunsho, S., & Okyere, M. (2025). The impact of neglect, physical, and financial abuse 
on mental health among older adults: A systematic review. Aging & Mental Health, 29(4), 
567–577. https://doi.org/10.1080/13607863.2024.2436468
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Comparative analysis of profiles and outcomes for elderly patients with or without 
reported abuse

Nie, J., Grigorian, A., Aryan, N., Truong, N., Kuza, C., Burrus, S., & Nahmias, J. 
(2025). Comparative analysis of profiles and outcomes for elderly patients with 
or without reported abuse. The American Surgeon, 31348251363515. https://doi.
org/10.1177/00031348251363515

4.	 FINANCIAL EXPLOITATION

The psychological mechanisms of older adults being defrauded by healthcare products: 
A mixed methods research study

Ji, Y., Yan, N., & Zhang, X. (2025). The psychological mechanisms of older adults being 
defrauded by healthcare products: A mixed methods research study. Journal of Elder 
Abuse & Neglect, 37(3), 267–292. https://doi.org/10.1080/08946566.2025.2508180

Perceptions of elder financial abuse in the courtroom

Kaiser, S., Burke, K. C., Lippert, A., & Golding, J. M. (2025). Perceptions of elder financial 
abuse in the courtroom. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 37(2), 83–106. https://doi.org/10.1
080/08946566.2025.2469048

Loneliness could lead to risk of fraud victimization for middle-aged and older adults 

Liao, S., Wang, X., & Zhang, X. (2024). Loneliness could lead to risk of fraud victimization for 
middle-aged and older adults. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 36(5), 508–527. https://doi.
org/10.1080/08946566.2024.2404040

A bibliometric analysis of financial fraud exploiting the elderly in the digital age

Lindez-Macarro, M.-E., Gallego-Losada, R., Montero-Navarro, A., & Rodríguez-Sánchez, J.-L. 
(2025). A bibliometric analysis of financial fraud exploiting the elderly in the digital age. 
International Journal of Bank Marketing, 43(5), 943–978. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJBM-11-
2023-0634 

Factors associated with financial exploitation in older adults: A systematic review

Mosafer, H., Soltani, S., Rostami, Z., Sharifi, S., & Mohammadi, M. (2025). Factors associated 
with financial exploitation in older adults: A systematic review. Geriatric Nursing (New 
York), 61, 662–671. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gerinurse.2024.10.028 
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5.	 CAREGIVING AND DEMENTIA

Caregiver characteristics associated with caregiver neglect in persons living with 
dementia

Batista-Malat, E., Gassoumis, Z. D., Wilber, K. H., Olsen, B. J., & Mosqueda, L. (2025). Caregiver 
characteristics associated with caregiver neglect in persons living with dementia. Aging & 
Mental Health, 29(7), 1348–1355. https://doi.org/10.1080/13607863.2025.2484356 

Elder mistreatment within stroke family caregiving

Katigbak, C., Browning, W. R., Savitz, S., & Pickering, C. E. Z. (2025). Elder mistreatment 
within stroke family caregiving. Journal of Applied Gerontology, 44(3), 458–462. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/07334648241277042

A feasibility study of KINDER: an elder mistreatment intervention for family caregivers 
of persons living with dementia

Meyer, K., Yonashiro-Cho, J., Zauszniewski, J., Burant, C., Mosqueda, L., Gassoumis, Z., & 
Benton, D. (2025). A feasibility study of KINDER: an elder mistreatment intervention for 
family caregivers of persons living with dementia. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 37(2), 
107–131. https://doi.org/10.1080/08946566.2025.2460835

Elder abuse and associated factors among nursing home residents with dementia

Rababa, M., Eyadat, A., ALBashtawy, M., Abughareba, E., Al-Mugheed, K., Bani-Hamad, D., & 
Da’seh, A. (2025). Elder abuse and associated factors among nursing home residents with 
dementia. Ageing International, 50(2), Article 27. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12126-025- 
09604-0 

Focusing on caregiver neglect: a novel strategy for mistreatment of older adults 
screening and intervention

Rosen, T., Shaw, A., Elman, A., Baek, D., Gottesman, E., Park, S., Costantini, H., Hincapie, M.C., 
Chang, E.-S., Hancock, D., Jaret, A. D., Haggerty, K. L., Burnes, D., Lachs, M. S., Pillemer, K., 
& Czaja, S. J. (2024). Focusing on caregiver neglect: a novel strategy for mistreatment of 
older adults screening and intervention. The Gerontologist, 65(2), Article 185. https://doi.
org/10.1093/geront/gnae185

Developing a screening tool and intervention strategy for elder neglect in persons with 
dementia in primary care: Protocol to use a multistep process

Rosen, T., Shaw, A., Elman, A., Baek, D., Gottesman, E., Park, S., Costantini, H., Hincapie, 
M.C., Moxley, J., Ceruso, M., Chang, E.-S., Hancock, D., Jaret, A. D., Lees Haggerty, K., 
Burnes, D., Lachs, M. S., Pillemer, K., & Czaja, S. (2025). Developing a screening tool and 
intervention strategy for elder neglect in persons with dementia in primary care: Protocol 
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to use a multistep process. BMJ Open, 15(7), Article e085172. https://doi.org/10.1136/
bmjopen-2024-085172

Methodological considerations for assessing elder mistreatment of older adults with 
cognitive impairment: A scoping review protocol

Schlag, K. E., Czyz, R., & Pappadis, M. R. (2025). Methodological considerations for assessing 
elder mistreatment of older adults with cognitive impairment: A scoping review protocol. 
PLOS One, 20(3), Article 0320689. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0320689 

6.	 PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION

Intervention accelerator to prevent and respond to abuse of older people: insights from 
key promising interventions

Campo-Tena, L., Farzana, A., Burnes, D., Chan, T. A., Choo, W. Y., Couture, M., Estebsari, F., 
He, M., Herbst, J. H., Kafando, C. S. L., Lachs, J., Rouamba, G., Simbreni, M.-M., To, L., Wan, 
H. Y., Yan, E., Yon, Y., & Mikton, C. (2024). Intervention accelerator to prevent and respond 
to abuse of older people: insights from key promising interventions. The Lancet. Healthy 
Longevity, 5(12), Article 100647. http://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanhl.2024.100647 

PTSD in elder abuse survivors: Trauma symptom presentation and treatment outcomes 
with the protect intervention

Culver, C., Carter, E., Fiallo, O., Wang, N., Waxenberg, T., Banerjee, S., Rollandi, I., & Sirey, J. 
A. (2025). PTSD in elder abuse survivors: Trauma symptom presentation and treatment 
outcomes with the protect intervention. The American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jagp.2025.06.010

Trauma-informed approaches to support victim-survivors of elder financial exploitation

DeLiema, M., & Sommers, M. (2025). Trauma-informed approaches to support victim-
survivors of elder financial exploitation. Advances in Social Work, 25(1). https://doi.
org/10.18060/28172

Addressing conflicts in later life through intergenerational mediation: A scoping review

Feroz, A., Oliveri, A., Goldenberg, M., Takhar, G., Hur, M., & LeTourneau, J.-L. (2025). 
Addressing conflicts in later life through intergenerational mediation: A scoping review. 
Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics Plus, 2(3), Article 100178. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
aggp.2025.100178
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Mistreatment of vulnerable adults: A conceptual analysis of the help-seeking process

Gauthier-Mongeon, J., Soulieres, M., Giguere, N., Zakaria, R., Simamonika, P., & 
Israel, S. (2025). Mistreatment of vulnerable adults: A conceptual analysis of the 
help-seeking process. Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 15248380251325815. https://doi.
org/10.1177/15248380251325815

Improving the identification of and responses to victims of elder mistreatment

Langton, L., Banks, D., Fann, M., Woods, D., Vermeer, M. J. D., & Jackson, B. A. (2025). 
Improving the identification of and responses to victims of elder mistreatment. Rand 
Health Quarterly, 12(2), 1. PMID: https://pmc-ncbi-nlm-nih-gov.libproxy1.usc.edu/articles/
PMC11916090/; PMCID: PMC11916090.

The safety–autonomy grid: A flexible framework for navigating protection and 
independence for older adults

Marnfeldt, K., & Wilber, K. (2025). The safety–autonomy grid: A flexible framework for 
navigating protection and independence for older adults. The Gerontologist, 65(6), 
gnaf111. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnaf111

Development of a theory-based intervention to prevent abuse of older adults

Meyer, K., Zauszniewski, J. A., Wei, W., Gassoumis, Z., Gonzales, A., Irani, E., Yonashiro-Cho, J., 
& Benton, D. (2025). Development of a theory-based intervention to prevent abuse of older 
adults. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 1–28. https://doi.org/10.1080/08946566.2025.
2544280

Elder abuse as a social welfare issue

Nguyen, L. H., & Nguyen, C. T. D. (2025). Elder abuse as a social welfare issue. Social 
Work (New York), swaf025. https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swaf025

Analysis of the need for safe houses for victims of elder abuse from the perspective of 
police officers and social workers

Primc, T., Prislan Mihelič, K., & Lobnikar, B. (2025). Analysis of the need for safe houses for 
victims of elder abuse from the perspective of police officers and social workers. Social 
Sciences, 14(4), Article 192. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci1404019216/j.lanhl.2024.100647

Reducing depression and suicidal ideation among elder abuse victims using PROTECT

Rollandi, I., Carter, E., Banerjee, S., Culver, C., Solomonov, N., & Sirey, J. A. (2025). Reducing 
depression and suicidal ideation among elder abuse victims using PROTECT. The 
American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 33(6), 689–701. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
jagp.2024.11.018
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7.	 EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Codesigning training for health providers to improve detection and response to 
elder abuse

Brijnath, B., Cavuoto, M. G., Feldman, P., Dow, B., Antoniades, J., Ostaszkiewicz, J., Nakrem, 
S., Stevens, C., Reyes, P., Renshaw, G., Peters, M. D. J., Gilbert, A., Manias, E., Mortimer, D., 
Enticott, J., Cooper, C., Durston, C., Appleton, B., O’Brien, M., Eckert, M., & Markusevska, 
S. (2025). Codesigning training for health providers to improve detection and response 
to elder abuse. The Gerontologist, 65(4), Article gnae153. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/
gnae153 

A literature review of elder abuse curriculum in dental schools, dental hygiene 
programs and continuing education

Citrin, N., Enciso, R., & Mulligan, R. (2025). A literature review of elder abuse curriculum 
in dental schools, dental hygiene programs and continuing education. Special Care in 
Dentistry, 45(2), Article e70037. https://doi.org/10.1111/scd.70037

The effectiveness of educational intervention in improving healthcare professionals’ 
knowledge and recognition towards elder abuse: Systematic review and meta-analysis 
of randomised controlled trials

Wong, B. W. Y., & Yan, E. (2024). The effectiveness of educational intervention in improving 
healthcare professionals’ knowledge and recognition towards elder abuse: Systematic 
review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials. Aggression and Violent 
Behavior, 78, Article 101952. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2024.101952

8.	 HEALTHCARE SETTINGS

Long-term trajectories of older adults served by an emergency department/hospital-
based elder mistreatment response program

Baek, D., Gottesman, E., Makaroun, L. K., Elman, A., Stern, M. E., Shaw, A., Mulcare, M. R., 
McAuley, J., LoFaso, V. M., Itzkowitz, J., Chang, E. S., Hancock, D., Bloemen, E. M., Lindberg, 
D. M., Sharma, R., Lachs, M. S., Pillemer, K., & Rosen, T. (2025). Long-term trajectories of older 
adults served by an emergency department/hospital-based elder mistreatment response 
program. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society (JAGS). https://doi.org/10.1111/jgs.19351

Detection of elder abuse through emergency care technicians screening tool revision 
for home-based primary care (detect-rpc): A cluster randomised controlled trial study 
protocol

Cannell, B., Sevey, N., Livingston, M. D., Burnett, J., Lees Haggerty, K., & Pickering, C. (2025). 
Detection of elder abuse through emergency care technicians screening tool revision 
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for home-based primary care (detect-rpc): A cluster randomised controlled trial study 
protocol. BMJ Open, 15(1), Article e089028. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2024-089028

Assessing the relationship between knowledge, attitude, and practice regarding elder 
abuse with caring behaviours assessment among nurses: An exploratory study

Gharajeh-Alamdari, N., Dadashzadeh, F., Tarbiyat, E., Hedayati, M., Saemi, Y., & Mirzaei, A. 
(2025). Assessing the relationship between knowledge, attitude, and practice regarding 
elder abuse with caring behaviours assessment among nurses: An exploratory study. 
Journal of Advanced Nursing. https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.16798

Healthcare clinicians’ perspectives on managing suspected elder abuse: “We don’t 
want to just swoop in and do what we think is best”

Makaroun, L. K., Shin, N., Hruska, K. L., Rosen, T., Dichter, M. E., Thorpe, C. T., Rodriguez, K. 
L., O’Hare, A., & Rosland, A. M. (2025). Healthcare clinicians’ perspectives on managing 
suspected elder abuse: “We don’t want to just swoop in and do what we think is best.” 
Innovation in Aging, 9(5), Article 012. https://doi.org/10.1093/geroni/igaf012

A public health/hospital partnership to improve Emergency Department transitions of 
care for vulnerable older adults.

Southerland, L. T., Dixon, C., Turner, S., West, K. M., Hairston, T., Rosen, T., & Rankin, C. (2025). 
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11.	 INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Sociodemographic profile, functionality, depression, and frailty as determinants for the 
risk of abuse and violence against older people in the community: An observational 
study conducted in Brazil
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Social networks reshape the impact of elder abuse on social well-being: A national 
longitudinal analysis of urban-rural disparities in China
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